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Women in Congress: Historical Overview, Tables, and Discussion 



Summary 

A record 108 women currently serve in the 114 th Congress: 88 in the House (including 4 
Delegates; 65 Democrats and 23 Republicans) and 20 in the Senate (14 Democrats and 6 
Republicans). Thi s passed the previous record from the 1 13 th Congress (101 women initially 
sworn in, and 1 House Member subsequently resigned and 3 were elected). 

The first woman elected to Congress was Representative Jeannette Ra nk in (R-MT, 1917-1919, 
1941-1943). The first woman to serve in the Senate was Rebecca Latimer Felton (D-GA). She 
was appointed in 1922 and served for only one day. Hattie Caraway (D-AR, 1931-1945) was the 
first Senator to succeed her husband and the first woman elected to a six-year Senate term. 

A total of 3 13 women have been elected or appointed to Congress, 202 Democrats and 111 
Republicans. Of these women, 

• 267 (173 Democrats, 94 Republicans) women have been elected only in the 
House of Representatives, 1 each from Guam, Hawaii, the District of 
Columbia, and American Samoa and two from the U.S. Virgin Islands; 

• 35 (21 Democrats, 14 Republicans) women have been elected or appointed 
only in the Senate; 

• 1 1 (8 Democrats, 3 Republicans) women have been elected or appointed in 
both houses; and 

• a total of 38 African American women have served in Congress (1 in the 
Senate, 37 in the House), including 20 serving in the 1 14 th Congress. Eleven 
Hispanic women have been elected to the House; nine serve in the 1 14 th 
Congress. Ten Asian Pacific American women have served in Congress (nine 
in the House, one in both the House and Senate), including seven in the 1 14 th 
Congress. 

In the 1 14 th Congress, one woman chairs a House committee, one woman chairs a Senate standing 
committee, and one woman chairs a Senate select committee. 

This report includes a discussion of the impact of women in Congress as well as historical 
information, including the number and percentage of women in Congress over time, means of 
entry to Congress, comparisons to international and state legislatures, records for tenure, firsts for 
women in Congress, women in leadership, and African American, Asian Pacific American, and 
Hispanic women in Congress. The report may reflect data at the beginning or end of each 
Congress, or changes during a Congress. See the notes throughout the report for information on 
the currency of the data. 

For additional biographical information, including the names, committee assignments, dates of 
service, listings by Congress and state, and (for Representatives) congressional districts of the 
313 women who have been elected or appointed to Congress, see CRS Report RL30261, Women 
in the United States Congress, 1917-2014: Biographical and Committee Assignment Information, 
and Listings by State and Congress, by Jennifer E. Manning and Ida A. Brudnick. 
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Introduction 

Three hundred thirteen women have been elected or appointed to the U.S. Congress. Jeannette 
Ra nk in (R-MT), elected on November 9, 1916, to the 65th Congress (1917-1919), has the 
distinction of being the first woman to serve in Congress. 

Since Rankin’s election, 312 additional women have served in Congress, as detailed in Table l. 1 

Table I. Number ofWomen Members of Congress: 1917-Present 





Total 

Women 


Senate Service 
Only 


House Service Only 
(Delegates/ 
Representatives/ 
Total) 


Both 

Chambers 


Total 


313“ 


35 


6/261/267 


1 1 


Democrats 


202 


21 


4/169/173 


8 


Republicans 


1 1 1 


14 


2/92/94 


3 



Source: U.S. Congress, House, Office of History and Preservation, Women in Congress, 191 7-2006 (Washington: 
GPO, 2006), http://history.house.gov/Exhibition-and-Publications/WIC/Women-in-Congress. The web version of 
this publication includes current information and is continually updated 



Notes: The House and Senate totals each include one woman who was elected but never sworn in. 

a. The total number of female Members of the House includes one Delegate to the House of Representatives 
from Hawaii prior to statehood, one from the District of Columbia, one from Guam, one from American 
Samoa, and two from the U.S. Virgin Islands. 

In the 1 14 th Congress, 108 women serve, as detailed in Table 2. 



Table 2. Number ofWomen Members of the I 14 th Congress 





Total Women 


Senate 


House 

(Delegates/ 

Representatives/ 

Total) 


Total 


108 


20 

(20% of Senators) 


4/84/88 

(19.3% of voting Members) 
(20.0% of total Members) 


Democrats 


79 


14 


3/62/65 


Republicans 


29 


6 


1/22/23 



1 Throughout this report, House and Senate totals each include one woman elected but not sworn in or seated due to the 
House or Senate being out of session. Both women are included in various official congressional publications, 
including, for example, the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress (http://bioguide.congress.gov), 
Women in Congress, 1917-2006 (http://history.house.gov/Exhibition-and-Publications/WIC/Women-in-Congress)and 
“Senators of the United States 1789-present: a chronological list of senators since the First Congress in 1789,” 
maintained by the Senate Historical Office (http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/chronlist.pdf). 
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Source: U.S. Congress, House, Office of History and Preservation, Women in Congress, 191 7-2006 (Washington: 
GPO, 2006), http://history.house.gov/Exhibition-and-Publications/WIC/Women-in-Congress. 

Notes: The I 14 th Congress began with 108 women Members in the House and Senate. Four of the women who 
serve in the House are Delegates, representing the District of Columbia, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
American Samoa. Information in this table is current as of the date of the report. 

This report includes a discussion of the impact of women in Congress as well as historical 
information, including the (1) number and percent of women in Congress overtime; (2) means of 
entry to Congress; (3) comparisons to international and state legislatures; (4) records for tenure; 
(5) firsts for women in Congress; (6) women in leadership; and (7) African American, Asian 
Pacific, and Hispanic American women in Congress. 

For additional biographical information, including the names, committee assignments, dates of 
service, listings by Congress and state, and (for Representatives) congressional districts of the 
women who have served in Congress, see CRS Report RL30261, Women in the United States 
Congress, 1917-2014: Biographical and Committee Assignment Information, and Listings by 
State and Congress, by Jennifer E. Manning and Ida A. Brudnick. 

Since the 65 th Congress (1917-1918), the number of women serving in Congress has increased 
incrementally, and on a few occasions decreased. The largest increase occurred in the 1 03 rd 
Congress (1993-1994), when the total number of women in the House and Senate serving at one 
time rose from 32 in the 102 nd Congress to 54, an increase of nearly 69%. The 1992 election came 
to be known popularly as the “Year of the Woman” due to the large electoral increase of women 
in Congress. 2 



Figure I . Number of Women by Congress: I 9 1 7-20 1 5 
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Source: “Women in the U.S. Congress 2015” fact sheet, Center for American Women and Politics, Eagleton 
Institute of Politics, Rutgers University. Figure compiled by CRS. 



2 The Year of the Woman: Myths and Realities, ed. Elizabeth Adell Cook, Sue Thomas, and Clyde Wilcox (Boulder, 
CO: Westview Press, 1994). 



Congressional Research Service 



2 



Women in Congress: Historical Overview, Tables, and Discussion 



Notes: Delegates are not included in the data. The factsheet indicates that “table for Congresses prior to the 
current one shows maximum number of women elected or appointed to serve in that Congress at one time. 
Some filled out unexpired terms and some were never sworn in.” Data for the I 14 th Congress are for the 
beginning of the Congress. 



Figure 2. Percentage ofWomen by Congress: 1 9 1 7-20 1 5 




Source: “Women in the U.S. Congress 20 1 5” fact sheet, Center for American Women and Politics, Eagleton 
Institute of Politics, Rutgers University. Figure compiled by CRS. 



Notes: Delegates are not included in the data. The factsheet indicates that “table for Congresses prior to the 
current one shows maximum number of women elected or appointed to serve in that Congress at one time. 
Some filled out unexpired terms and some were never sworn in.” Data for the I 14 th Congress are for the 
beginning of the Congress. 



Table 3. Total Number ofWomen in Each Congress: 1917-2015 

(Including Delegates and Members Who Served Only a Portion of the Congress) 



Congress 


House 
Delegates/ 
Representatives / 
Total 

(where applicable) 


Senate 


Total 

House and Senate 
(without 
Delegates/with 
Delegates) 


65 th (1917-1918)= 


1 


0 


1 


66 th (1919-1920) 


0 


0 


0 


67* (1921-1922) 


3 


1 


4 


68* (1923-1924) 


1 


0 


1 


69* ( 1 925- 1 926) b 


3 


0 


3 


70* (1927-1928)' 


5 


0 


5 


71 st (1929-1930) 


9 


0 


9 


72 nd ( 1 93 1 - 1 932) d 


7 


1 


8 


73 rd (1933-1934) 


7 


1 


8 


74* (1935-1936) 


6 


2 


8 
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Congress 


House 
Delegates/ 
Representatives / 
Total 

(where applicable) 


Senate 


Total 

House and Senate 
(without 
Delegates/with 
Delegates) 


75* (1937-1938)= 


6 


3 


9 


76* ( 1 939- 1 940) f 


8 


1 


9 


77* (1941-1942)1= 


9 


1 


10 


78* (1943-1944)= 


8 


1 


9 


79* (1945-1946)1= 


1 1 


0 


1 1 


80* (1947-1948)? 


7 


1 


8 


8 l st ( 1949- 1950)= 


9 


1 


10 


82 nd ( 1 95 1 - 1 952) b 


10 


1 


1 1 


83 rd ( 1 953- 1 954) h 


I/I 1/12 


3 


14/15 


84* (1955-1956)= 


1/16/17 


1 


17/18 


85* (1957-1958) 


15 


1 


16 


86* (1959- 1960) 1 


17 


2 


19 


87* (I96l-I962)i 


18 


2 


20 


88* (1963-1964)= 


12 


2 


14 


89* (1965-1966) 


1 1 


2 


13 


90* (1967-1968) 


1 1 


1 


12 


91 st (1969-1970) 


10 


1 


1 1 


92 nd (1971-1972)'= 


13 


2 


15 


93 rd (1973-1974) d 


16 


0 


16 


94* (1975-1976) 


19 


0 


19 


95* (1977-1978)' 


18 


3 


21 


96* (1979-1980)= 


16 


2 


18 


97* (1981-1982)= 


21 


2 


23 


98* (1983-1984)= 


22 


2 


24 


99* (1985-1986)= 


23 


2 


25 


100* (1987-1988)° 


24 


2 


26 


101 st ( 1 989- 1 990 )p 


29 


2 


31 


102 nd (I99l-I992)q 


1/29/30 


4 


33/34 


103 rd (1993-1994) 


1/47/48 


7 


54/55 


104* (1995-1996) 


1/49/50 


9 


58/59 


105* (1 997-1998)= 


2/55/57 


9 


64/66 


106* (1999-2000) 


2/56/58 


9 


65/67 


107* (200 1 -2002) 5 


2/60/62 


14 


74/76 


108* (2003-2004)= 


3/60/63 


14 


74/77 
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Congress 


House 
Delegates/ 
Representatives / 
Total 

(where applicable) 


Senate 


Total 

House and Senate 
(without 
Delegates/with 
Delegates) 


109 th (2005-2006) t 


3/68/71 


14 


82/85 


1 10 th (2007-2008)“ 


3/76/79 


16 


92/95 


1 1 I th (2009-20 10)’ 


3/76/79 


17 


93/96 


1 12 th (201 1-2012)" 


3/76/79 


17 


93/96 


1 13 th (201 3-20 14)* 


3/81/84 


20 


99/102 


1 14 th (2015-2016) 


4/84/88 


20 


104/108 



Source: CRS summary, based on http://history.house.gov/Exhibition-and-Publications/WIC/Women-in- 
Congress/. 

Notes: In Congresses with women Delegates, the House column includes three numbers: (I) the number of 
women Delegates, (2) the number of women Representatives, and (3) the total number of women in the House. 
The “Total House and Senate” column includes (I) the total number of women not including Delegates and (2) 
the total number of women including Delegates. 

For simplification, Congresses are listed in two-year increments. Pursuant to the 20 th Amendment to the 
Constitution, which was ratified January 23, 1933, “the terms of Senators and Representatives [shall end] at noon 
on the 3 rd day of January.” For specific dates, see "Dates of Sessions of the Congress, present- 1 789,” at 
http://www.senate.gov/reference/Sessions/sessionDates.htm. 

a. Includes two House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy and one Senator who was appointed to fill 
a vacancy. 

b. Includes two House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

c. Includes one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy. 

d. Includes one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy and one Senator who was appointed to fill a 
vacancy. 

e. Includes one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy but not sworn in, one Senator who was 
elected to fill a vacancy but not sworn in, and one Senator who was appointed to fill a vacancy. 

f. Includes four House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

g. Includes one Senator who was appointed to fill a vacancy. 

h. Includes one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy, one Senator who was appointed to fill a 
vacancy, and one Senator who was elected to fill that vacancy. 

i. Includes one House Member who died and one House Member elected to fill a vacancy. 

j. Includes three House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

k. Includes one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy and one Senator appointed to fill a vacancy. 

l. Includes two Senators who were appointed to fill a vacancy. 

m. Includes one House Member-elect whose seat was declared vacant due to an incapacitating illness, and one 

House member who was elected to fill a vacancy. 

n. Includes three House Members who were elected to a vacancy. 

o. Includes one House Member who died. 

p. Includes four House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

q. Includes one House Member and one Senator elected to fill a vacancy and one Senator who was appointed 
to fill a vacancy. 
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r. Includes one House Member who resigned and four House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

s. Includes one House Member who died and one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy. 

t. Includes one House Member who resigned and three House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

u. Includes four House Members who died and four House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

v. Includes two House Members who resigned, one House Member who was elected to fill a vacancy, one 

Senator who resigned, and one Senator initially elected to the House and then appointed to the Senate. 

w. Includes two House Members who resigned and four House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

x. Includes one House Member who resigned and two House Members who were elected to fill a vacancy. 

Since 1789, women number 

• 46 (2.34%) of the total 1,963 current and former Senators; 

• 272 (2.50%) of the 10,880 current and former Representatives (including those 
who served in both chambers but not including Delegates); and 

• 307 (2.52%) of the 12,174 total persons (not including Delegates). 



Figure 3. Percentage ofTotal Members Since 1789 and 
in the I 14 th Congress 



House 
and Senate 

House 

Senate 



Since 1789 Beginning of 114th Congress 



80.6% 


19.4% 




80.7% 


19.3% 




80.0% 


20.0% 



Men ■ Women 




Source: Senate Historical Office, Senators of the United States, I 789-present, available at http://www.senate.gov/ 
artandhistory/history/resources/pdf/chronlist.pdf; and, House of Representatives, Total Members of the House and 
State Representation, 1789 to January 6, 20 IS, http://history.house.gov/lnstitution/Total-Members/Total-Members/. 
This information is updated once per Congress. 



Notes: The House and Senate totals each include one woman who was elected but never sworn in. Delegates 
are not included in the data. Numbers for the I 14 th Congress are for the beginning of the Congress. 



As seen in Figure 4, 47 states (all except Delaware, Mississippi, and Vermont), three territories 
(American Samoa, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and the District of Columbia have been 
represented by a woman in Congress at some time since 1917. 3 



Five states (Ohio with 11, Florida with 15, Illinois with 16, New York with 26, and California 
with 38) have elected more than 10 women to the Flouse of Representatives, and six states 
(Alaska, Delaware, Iowa, Mississippi, North Dakota, and Vermont) have elected none. 



Thirteen states have been represented by one female Senator, 12 have sent two, and 3 states have 
sent three. Twenty-two states have never been represented by a female Senator. 



3 Totals include one woman from South Carolina (House) and one woman from South Dakota (Senate) elected but 
never sworn in due to the House or Senate being out of session. 
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Figure 4. Number ofWomen in the House and Senate by State, District, orTerritory, 

I 9 1 7-Present 




Source: CRS summary, based on House of Representatives, Women in Congress, available at 
http://history.house.gov/Exhibition-and-Publications/WIC/Women-in-Congress/. Numbers include Delegates and 
reflect the beginning of the I 14 th Congress. The eleven women who have served in both the House and Senate 
are counted in each tally. One woman from South Carolina (House) and one woman from South Dakota 
(Senate) was elected but never sworn in due to the House or Senate being out of session. 

How Women Enter Congress 

Pursuant to Article I, Section 2, clause 4 of the U.S. Constitution, all Representatives enter office 
through election, even those who enter after a seat becomes open during a Congress. 4 By contrast, 
the Seventeenth Amendment to the Constitution, which was ratified on April 8, 1913, gives state 
legislatures the option to empower governors to fill Senate vacancies by temporary appointment. 5 



4 “[W]hen vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of 
Election to fill such Vacancies.” Article I, Section 2, clause 4 of the U.S. Constitution. 

5 Prior to the ratification of this amendment, Senators were chosen pursuant to Article I, Section 3, of the Constitution. 
For additional infonnation, see Direct Election of Senators, available at http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/ 
common/briefmg/Direct_Election_Senators.htm. 
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